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President, no matter whether his host's name were Herbert
Hoover or Franklin Roosevelt; in Brussels the King and
Queen went to the station to meet him, as one of their
oldest friends. King George of England, who had known
Paderewski for a great many years, remarked after decora-
ting him on June 25th, 1925, with the Grand Gross of the
British Empire, that he thought Paderewski was one of the
greatest men he had ever met. PaderewsH's friendship
with Arthur Balfour was of a particularly intimate kind, both
men having the greatest admiration for each other. In a
way Paderewski represented for Balfour something that he
himself might have been, but never achieved. Here was a
man with a particular talent and yet with an all-round
intelligence that enabled him to talk brilliantly about
practically any subject, serious or frivolous; a first-rate
statesman who had not needed to sacrifice his artistic
integrity and intellectual ambitions to achieve his political
aims ; a man who could enjoy the quiet appreciation of the
few whose judgment he valued more than anything in the
world, and yet one who could dazzle vast crowds. Balfour
once said in a conversation : " Paderewski is one of the
very few people to whom the word genius can be applied."
In England Paderewski was now especially popular. His
rigid political fairness appealed to the English ideas of
political decency. What made his career as a statesman
particularly attractive to the English was the fact that its
predominantly English qualities were coupled with a
personality that had many of the typically Continental
traits which the English adored. The picturesqueness that
would have been considered affected in an English artist
was admired in Paderewski. Brilliance of conversation and
obvious intellectual keenness in an Englishman met with a
certain suspicion ; in a Pole they were acclaimed. Pad-
erewski realized that, and it seemed that in England his
sense of humour let itself go even more than ordinarily.
He did not forget it in England even when on a concert
platform. One day when he played at Oxford the hall was